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Chapter 6 – Liberal Racial Legislation During the Mexican Period, 1821-1848

1.  Who were citizens under the independent government of Mexico, and how was slavery dealt with in relation to this? 
2.   What did Mexico wish to do about the hostile Indian peoples of the Southwest, and how did the Azcarate Commission tie into this thinking? 
3.  What was the debate over slavery that preoccupied federal legislators at this time?  How did the pro-abolition lawmakers use state laws to further their designs? 
4.   Why did the Mexican government decide to stop collecting racial data on the people of Mexico?  How and where did this process start during the colonial era? 
5.   What identified an individual as a gente de razon after independence? 
6.  What identified an individual as an Indian after independence? 
7.  Why did the practice of counting Indians separately continue in the southern part of the country, and especially in the northern regions (the Southwest)? 
8.   How does the author suggest that acculturation takes place? 
9.  How were Indian communities supposed to change their style of government to suit the Spanish and, later, Mexicans? 
10.  What were the methods used by the Spanish government to try and facilitate the acculturation of the Indians in the Southwest? 
11.  What was the point of the Colonization Law of 1824, and how was it related to the Property Law of 1813?  How did these laws harm the Indian communities of the Southwest? 
12.  How did the Colonization Law of 1824 entice further immigration to the Southwest, and what was the hope for this strategy? 
13.  What was the problem with the above laws as regards the actions of governors in the Southwest? 
14. Why did so many people in the Southwest, colonist and Indian alike, lose their lands at this time?

Chapter 7 – Land, Race, and War, 1821-1848
1. Please explain the difficulties the Pueblo Indians faced in retaining ownership of their lands.
2. What were debt peonage contracts?
3. Why was there no land reform in Arizona?
4. How was racial privilege ended in Texas when land reform began?
5. How was Hayden Edwards a problem in Texas?
6. Who was General Manuel Mier y Teran and what did his report say?  What were the results of the report?
7. Why was land reform problematic in California – how did Governor Figueroa implement it?
8. What was the problem with the California Indians and Mexican land grants?
9. Discuss Governor Pio Pico and his actions regarding the mission lands.
Some video links to help answer chapter 7 questions down below 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cMr0apqya0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwbuWUCYXQQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUyL4KHhS2Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4n3guxWoKA
Chapter 8 – The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and the Racialization of the Mexican Population

1. What was the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo? 
2. How and why were Indians denied U.S. citizenship under the treaty? 
3. What was the treatment accorded to the nomadic Indians? 
4. What is the significance of Sunol v. Hepburn (1850)?  
5. What made a person a mestizo or a mulatto in California? 
6. What did the California Supreme Court rule in People v. Pablo De La Guera (1870s)? 
7. How were Blacks treated in California?  And nomadic Indians? 
8. What happened to the Pueblo Indians of New Mexico under the Organic Act  of New Mexico, and how and why did this change in the 1870s? 
9. How were Blacks treated under the Organic Act?
10. After the Mexican American War, why did the United States become interested in acquiring southern Arizona? 
11.  How were Blacks and tribal Indians treated in Texas after the war? 
12. What did the Northwest Ordinance of 1784 have to do with the way Indians were treated in the Southwest after 1848?
13.  How were things different in New Mexico for the Pueblo Indians? 
14. What were the difficulties other New Mexicans faced in solidifying their land grant claims?
15.  What happened to the Indian population of California after the war? 
16. What did the California Act of 1850 do to the Indians?  How did this lead to Indians “changing their identity”? 
17. What did the Preemptive Act of 1853 do? 
18.  Why was it in 1865 that there was an attempt made to force the relocation of Indians not currently living on reservations?
19. What was the problem in California with Congress’s definition of “vacant lands” in relation to the Homestead Act of 1862?
Chapter 9 – Racial Segregation and Liberal Policies Then and Now
1. Why was the Fourteenth Amendment passed in 1868?  How were state governments able to deny the provisions of this law?
2.  What were the difficulties for Mexicans and mestizos in applying for citizenship in the late 19th and early 20th centuries? 
3. What is the significance of the Nationality Act of 1940? 
4. What was de jure segregation? 
5. What was the problem in classifying Mexicans in racial terms in the 1890s?
6. What was the result of the 1883 Supreme Court decision Robinson and Wife v. Memphis and Charleston Railroad Company?  And the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson?
7.  How was school segregation justified? 
8.  What did Mendez v. Westminster (1947) do to help to bring an end to de jure segregation? 
9.  What was the point of the President’s Committee on Equal Employment Opportunity? 
10.   What did the Civil Rights Act of 1964 achieve? 
11.   What sorts of advances were made for American women during the 1960s? 
12.  What did the concept of “space” have to do with the 1978 Supreme Court decision Regents of the University of California v. Bakke? 
13.   How do Neoconservatives and the Far Right interpret the idea of reverse discrimination?
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